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(Howard	University	Alma	Mater,	under	dialogue)

6.	Brown	vs.	the	Board	of	Education

Lyrics	by	Kim	Hines,	Jane	Ramseyer	Miller,	&	Steve	Milloy
Music	by	Steve	Milloy

Commissioned	by	GALA	Choruses,	2024
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NARR.1 : 	Except	for	Black	people.	//		We	were	given	substandard	housing,	schools,and	health	care;	we	sat	in	designated	seats
on	trains	and	buses,	we	could	not	enjoy	pools	or	parks	-	and	could	only	use	toilets	and	drinking	fountains	marked: 	"Colored	Only,"	

NARR.2: 	That’s	what	is	known	as	“Jim	Crow”.		The	pursuit	of	happiness,	eh?! 	(start	vamp	at	m.	17)
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NARR.2:	Now,	Pauli	is	the	only	woman	in	her	Law	School	class	and	speaks	up	during	the	discussion	about
fighting	Jim	Crow.	

NARR.1 : 	I	questioned	whether	race	should	have	been	the	main	argument	since	separate	but	equal	is	NEVER	equal….	
and	members	in	the	class,	including	Thurgood	Marshall,	led	the	class	in	raucous	laughter.		(choir	laughs	uproariously)
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"Sep"Sep aa- rate"rate"-- hashas nene verver-- builtbuilt lawslaws thatthat areare e qual.- SeSe gregre-- gaga-- tiontion-- meantmeant toto dede gradegrade--
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NARR.2: 	But	Pauli's	gut	told	her	that	she	was	right.	
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‘em what they need to know. Let your gen ius- mind flow.
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Let the words spew forth! Go on, Paul i.- Had e nough- of Jim Crow!
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Hit ‘em blow by blow. Go on, Paul i.- Had e nough- of Jim Crow!

Let the words spew forth! Go on, Paul i.- Had e nough- of Jim Crow!
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NARR.1 : 	Professor	Robinson,	I’ ll	bet	you	$10	that	Plessy	vs	Ferguson	will	be	overturned	as	unconstitutional	within..
(pondering). . . 	25	years!

NARR.2	(as	Robinson-	laughing): 	Pauli,	you’ve	got	yourself	a	bet! 		(they	shake	hands,	stop	vamp)

NARR.1 : 	“Opposition	to	an	idea	I	cared	deeply	about	always	aroused	my	latent	mule-headedness,	
and	I	chose	for	my	seminar	paper	the	ambitious	topic: 	“Should…Plessy	v.	Ferguson	Be	Overruled?”	
I	typed	it	up	without	making	a	carbon	copy	and	gave	it	to	Professor	Robinson.	(play	meas.120)
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NARR.1 : 	Ten	years	later. . .

NARR.2: 	1954.

NARR.1 : 	A	landmark	case. . .

NARR.2: 	Brown	versus	the	Board	of	Education,	is	won	in	the	US	Supreme	Court.

NARR.1 : 	(as	Pauli,	unexpectedly	running	into	Robinson): 	Professor	Robinson.. .

NARR.2: 	(as	Spotswood	Robinson): 	Ahh,	Pauli	Murray		(embarrassed	with	a	chuckle).	Remember	that	paper	you	wrote	10	years	ago?		//	
Well,	myself	and	Thurgood	Marshall…	Mmm,	we	used	your	paper	as	the	basis	of	our	argument	in	winning	Brown	vs.	
the	Board	of	Education	at	the	Supreme	Court.	(play	mm.133-134)
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NARR.1 : 	You	used	my	paper	as	the	basis	of—	in	front	of	the	Supreme	Court?	(look	of	shock,	and	then	indignation)	

I	believe	you	owe	me	10	dollars…sir! 	(play	mm.135-136)	(on	final	beat,	Pauli	puts	her	hand	out	to	collect)
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