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Sincerely Yours, Pauli Murray: Song List and Story Arc

. Pauli Murray: you think you know?
Chorus
Intro to Pauli Murray character and story

. My Boy-Girl (1910 Pauli born)
Chorus, Narrator 2 as Aunt Pauline
Sung by Aunt Pauline reflecting on Pauli’s early years and her role as mother

. Ridin’ the Rails (1931)
Chorus, Narrator 1 and soloist (as Pauli & Peg)
Pauli and Peg Holmes jumping trains on trip west.

. Off the Rails (1937)
Chorus, Narrator 1 solo
Gender dysphoria, depression/mental illness- her first lover marrying a man.

. Hold On (1940)
Chorus
Pauli and Adelene McBean arrested and jailed for refusing to move to the back of a bus.

. Brown Vs Board of Education (1944 & 1954)
Chorus, Narr 1 as Pauli, Narr 2 as Spotswood and narrator
Pauli’s role in the overturn of Brown vs Bd of Education

. Soulmates (1957 - year that Pauli and Irene Barlow met)
Love song duet with Pauli and Renee
Based on Paradox poem by Angelina Weld Grimké

. Jane Crow (mid-1960s)

Chorus, both narrators and solos

Fight for women’s rights, connection to intersectionality.
Song based on “Oh Wallace” Civil Rights song - recording

. Grief and Rebirth (1973)

Chorus, Narrator 2 as Pauli on solo

Death of Renee, calling to priesthood

Song based on Schuman Piano Concerto (Pauli’s favorite - played at Renee’s death)

10. Be a Spark: what cha gonna do? (1977 ordained)
Chorus, solos & narration
Transition to ministry. Call to Action.


https://poets.org/poet/angelina-weld-grimke
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcX8nkhH9Fg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfItfAgQCGU
https://tomplay.com/piano-sheet-music/schumann/piano-concerto-in-a-minor-opus-54-i-allegro-affettuoso-score?currency=USD&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwo8S3BhDeARIsAFRmkOM8sx3YGh6aZO8blXBXSPHGbjCTQmwXDhjWWUmrX-8u0ZBE5D1vkqAaAkNaEALw_wcB

You Think You Know

Commissioned by GALA Choruses, 2024
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Pauli Murray: You Think You Know 3
1960's funky backbeat, same tempo J=127
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